Steering Committee Charge

To the

XML Work Group

July 10, 1999

Volunteers from the member organizations of the Standards Council will form the Extensible Markup Language Group with the following charge:

Scope

The work group will investigate the state of XML standards and products evolution and their real-world application to data interchange technology and electronic commerce.

Work Process

The work group will choose a chair, identify tasks and carry out tasks with the goal of producing the outputs listed below.  Among these tasks will be coordination with industry, not-for-profit, and government groups examining the role of XML in electronic commerce.  The chair will give a monthly status report to the Steering Committee.

Issues

The group will focus on the evolution of XML as a data interchange technology. The focus will be upon XML as an implementation and extension of the X12 standard.  Particular emphasis will be put upon XML as an enabler of data interchange and e-commerce for potential use by the higher education community. 

Outputs

1.  Identification of the levels of technology infrastructure to which XML interchanges could be applied.

2. A written investigation of current XML proposed applications and industry initiatives including but not limited to Microsoft ’s BizTalk, RosettaNet, Financial Products Markup Language (FpML) and other organizations (www.xml.org). 

3.  A written discussion of efforts to establish and regulate XML standardization.

4.  A proposal for the role the Standards Council should play in encouraging open standards for XML implementations of appropriate new and existing EDI transactions in the higher education community.

Time Period

The work group will begin forming in July, 1999, and disband when its outputs are completed.

