[image: image1.png]A Property
ACORD" Casualty
[ - Lif

XML Suret;




ACORD XML

Business Message Specification 

For Insurance (P&C) And Surety

User Guide

DRAFT 0.8
Last Updated: 10-16-2000

[image: image2.png]




Disclaimer

ACORD makes no warranties whatsoever with respect to the contents of this document.  Without limitation, ACORD makes no warranty (i) that the information contained in the document is accurate, error‑free or describes a practically realizable product or service, or (ii) that the product or service described in the document can be produced or provided without infringing third‑party rights or violating applicable laws or regulations.
RESERVATION OF RIGHTS: The contents of this document are protected by copyright and other intellectual property laws.  ACORD expressly reserves all rights in such content.  

Introduction

The ACORD XML Business Message Specification for Insurance (P&C) And Surety User Guide is the result of a cooperative industry effort of ACORD members and participants including financial service organizations that underwrite insurance, agents/brokers, and technology service providers. It serves as a supplement to the ACORD XML Business Message Specification for Insurance (P&C) And Surety.
Purpose of this document

This User Guide is a supplement to the ACORD Insurance Service Business Message Specification for Property and Casualty.

This document is intended to be independent of any technology implementation but it is expected that the creation of technology-specific standards for the industry will use this document during the definition process.

Other Related Documents

The ACORD XML Business Message Specification for Insurance (P&C) And Surety User Guide is one of several documents related to the creation of industry standards. Below is a list of other related industry standards:

Interactive Financial Exchange (IFX) Specification

The Interactive Financial Exchange (IFX) Specification is managed by IFX Forum and is freely available at www.ifxforum.org. It provides a robust and scalable framework for the exchange of financial data and instructions independent of a particular network technology or computing platform. The information-sharing potential of IFX has been designed to support communication not only between a Financial Institution and its customers, but also between a Financial Institution and its Service Providers, between Financial Institutions, and eventually directly between customers

ACORD Insurance Data Dictionary for Property and Casualty

The ACORD Insurance Data Dictionary for Property and Casualty is primarily intended to be an insurance-oriented business document that defines the atomic elements of insurance transactions and associates a unique tag name for each element.  For each tag, the data type and description are included.

ACORD Insurance Dictionary for P&C XML Document Type Definition

A version of the dictionary that uses XML element declarations has been compiled into a Document Type Definition (DTD) file.

ACORD Automation Level 3 (AL3) Standards

A comprehensive set of EDI standards for the property and casualty industry that contains a data dictionary and definitions for a variety of Policy, Claims, and Accounting transactions.

ACORD Insurance Service Code Lists for Property & Casualty

A guideline that defines the code lists for all ACORD standards and dictionaries.
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1. Rules for Data Tags
1.1 Tags (Miscellaneous)

· Tag names will be unique regardless of case (ex. Policy and POLICY cannot both be tag names).

· Tag names may use Camel Case (upper and lower case) and must always start with a capital letter.

· Exceptions to these rules may occur for tags that were defined outside the ACORD process (ex. IFX tags may not follow this naming convention).

1.2 Amounts

· Tag names for amounts (elements that have a data type of CURRENCYAMOUNT) will have a naming convention in which the tag will end with the letters “Amt”. 

1.3 Dates

· Tag names for dates will abbreviate the word “Date” as “Dt” and end with “Dt” (ex. “DateOfBirth” would be “BirthDt”). 

· Descriptions

· Tags that are intended to be used for the description of “something” will have a naming convention in which the tag name ends in “Desc”. 

· There will be a general effort to define these tags with a length of C-255 or C-Infinite unless there is a good reason to have a shorter length.

· See also “Reason”.

1.4 Effective / Expiration

· When naming a tag that involves either an Effective or Expiration date/time, the words “Effective” and “Expiration” are to be spelled out (no abbreviations).

1.5 Indicators

· When naming a tag that involves some type of indicator (a tag that can have only two values (yes or no)), the preferred naming convention would be to abbreviate the word “Indicator” to “Ind” and place this at the end of the tag name.  For instance, “YesNoIndicator” would appear as “YesNoInd”.

1.6 License

· When naming a tag that involves a license, such as a driver’s license, the preferred naming convention is to spell out the word “License” rather abbreviate.

1.7 Number

· Number

· When naming a tag, if it involves “XXX” Number, the preferred naming convention would be to spell out “Number” and place “Number” at the end of the tag name (ex. TerminalNumber).

· Number Of

· When naming a tag, if it involves the “number of” something, the preferred naming convention would be to abbreviate “Number” to “Num”. The “Num” is typically at the beginning of the tag name.

1.8 Open Enum Elements/Tags

· Tags that are open or closed enum should end with the letters “Cd”.

1.9 Percent

· When naming a tag that involves a percent or percentage, the preferred naming convention is to spell out the word “Percent” rather use the word “Percentage” or the abbreviation “Pct”. In addition, the word “Percent” would be placed at the end of the tag name. For example, “CoinsurancePercent” would be preferred over “PercentCoinsurance”.

1.10 Reason

· This involves tags that are intended to be used for the description of a “Reason”. 

· There will be a general effort to define these tags with a length of C-255 or C-Infinite unless there is a good reason to have a shorter length.

· See also “Description”.

1.11 Type Of

· When naming a tag, if it involves a “type of” something, the preferred naming convention would be to place the word “type” at the end of the tag name. For example, “RoofType” would be preferred over “TypeOfRoof”.

2. Rules for Codes 

2.1 Code List Names

· Code list names should contain no spaces nor should they contain any non-alpha or non-numeric characters (ex. “Alarm Type Code List” becomes “AlarmTypeCodeList”).

· Code List Names should not end with the word(s) “CodeList” or “Code” or “List” (ex. “AlarmTypeCodeList” should be “AlarmType”).

· Code list names should be in camel case (upper and lower case) and always begin with a capital letter.

· New list names should be formatted in a manner which places the most descriptive word first (ex. “RoofType” is preferred to “TypeOfRoof”). This will only apply to NEW code lists and we will not go back and change existing list names to comply with this rule.

· New ACORD XML code list names and code values should match their ACORD AL3 counterpart(s) as much as possible when new code lists are created.

2.2 Code Values

· Code values can be all upper case or camel case, but must always begin with a capital letter, unless the value is a number or begins with a digit (which is permitted).

· No “special” characters will be permitted in code values (only pure alpha a-z: and pure numeric 0-9). Hence, hyphens, ampersands, etc. are not allowed.

3. Rules for Data Content

3.1 Boolean

· How should a boolean tag be interpreted if not present? Absence should not be interpreted as a “no” and should instead be considered “unavailable.”

3.2 Percentage Fields

· Data Elements with a definition of Percentage (element names end in Pct) are stored in the Full Percentage format.  For 10 percent when the data element is defined as a long would be sent as <xxxPct>10<\xxxPct>.  Some Percentages are data type decimal; these still store the percentage number.  For 10.5 percent, the element would be sent as <yyyPct>10.5<\yyyPct>.
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