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August 25, 2000

Volunteers from member organizations of the XML Forum for Education will form the Core Components Work Group with the following charge:

Scope

The focus will be on data exchanged among schools and their trading partners—lenders, guarantors, servicers, state agencies, federal agencies, data routers, and service providers.  

Work Process

The work group will choose a chair from among its membership.  Its initial tasks will be to inventory and prioritize the functional areas to be addressed and to inventory existing data dictionaries in the education community.  With guidance from the Technology Work Group, naming conventions will be determined and a data dictionary with XML tags will be developed from which common objects will be defined.  Subgroups of this work group are likely to form to accomplish some of the tasks.

Issues

Existing data dictionaries are important input into the development of this dictionary, so the work group must cast a wide net to incorporate those that are already used in education.  To this end, membership in the work group should include a broad range of stakeholders—higher education associations (AACRAO, NASFAA, NACUBO, EDUCAUSE, AIR, for example), state and federal agencies, service providers (NSLC, College Board, and other testing agencies), data routers, K-12s, lenders, guarantors, and servicers. 

Tag naming has already begun in education and international bodies are currently focusing on naming standards.  The work of the group should include a survey of existing tag taxonomies in education and as closely as possible incorporate in its data dictionary naming conventions consistent with those defined by international standards-setting bodies. 

This group’s schedule is an aggressive one to meet the immediate needs of the community.  The data dictionary developed by this work group will need continuous updating.  It is anticipated that other groups will use this data dictionary to develop DTDs and schemas.

Outputs

1.  A crosswalk of key elements among existing data dictionaries in education

2.  A data dictionary including XML tags

3.  A list of common objects definitions

Time Period

By November 2, 2000, the inventory of functional areas to be addressed and of existing data dictionaries will have been done as well as the determination of a naming convention to use in tag names for data items.  By March 1, 2001, the data dictionary will be published along with a list of common object definitions.

