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Return Size
This document for SA software developers gives details of size constraints relating to

· the Tax Return and supplementary pages
· iterative boxes
· Additional Information fields
Tax Return and Supplementary pages

It may not be possible to process the return over the Internet where a return for an individual is made up of several sets of supplementary pages.

A score system is used to help decide if the number of supplementary pages exceed the allowable size.  The scoring is shown in the following table.

Supplementary pages
Score

Employment (SA101) *
3

Ministers of Religion (SA101M) *
2

Share Schemes (SA102)  
6

Self Employment (SA103) *
5

Lloyds Underwriters (SA103L)
5

Partnership (SA104) *
4

Land and Property (SA105)
1

Foreign (SA106)
10

Trust (SA107)
2

Capital Gains (SA108)
10

Non–Residence (SA109)
2

* Multiple instances of the above schedules marked with an asterisk can be submitted

Multiply the score by the number of corresponding supplementary pages.  The total of all the answers produces a total Return Size.  For example, supplementary pages for three Self Employment and one Capital Gains produces a Return Size of 25.

A Tax Return and a Return Size for the supplementary pages of no more than 57 can be accepted over the Internet.

If the Return Size is greater than 57 the Inland Revenue will generate an error message (853) which advises "Your Return is too large to be accepted electronically."

Iterative Boxes

1.
There may be sizing problems where there are large numbers of instances of iterative items.  This applies to supplementary pages for

· SA102 Share Schemes

· SA106 Foreign

· SA 108 Capital Gains

If there are too many items for the lines available, the “overflow” items can be aggregated on the electronic form in the final line of the appropriate box number.  A detailed breakdown of the aggregation and an explanation of what has been done must be shown in the Additional information field.  If the Additional information field on the return is too small, the aggregation details must be sent separately to the Inland Revenue on paper with a covering letter.

2.
Some boxes on the return are numbered only once, but have several rows, or can be completed more than once therefore repeating the same box number.

The number of occurrences is restricted as shown in the following table.

Repeating Box Number
Number of
Occurrences



Share schemes (SA102)

2.43 to 2.75
6



Foreign (SA106)

6.1.1 to 6.1.7
11

6.1A.1 to 6.1A.7
13

6.2.1 to 6.2.7
17

6.2A.1 to 6.2A.7
4

6.3.1 to 6.3.6
7

6.4.1 to 6.4.6
6

6.5.1 to 6.5.4
6

 

Capital Gains (SA108)

8.F.1 to 8.F.7
8

8.1.1 to 8.1.16
8

8.2.1 to 8.2.16

(8.2.9 to 8.2.16 occur twice for each iteration of 8.2.1 to 8.2.8)
2(4)

8.3.1 to 8.3.9
4

8.UA 
4

8.U1 (2 lines)
4

8.U2 (28 chars)
4

8.U3 (1 line)
4

8.L1 (1 line)
2

8.LA
2

8.L2 (1 line)
2

8.L3 (28 chars)
2

8.L4 (1 line)
2

8.MA
2

8.M1(10 lines)
2

8.M2 (28 chars)
2

8.M3 (1 line)
2

3. See also the Additional information fields section immediately below.

Additional Information Fields

There are a number of places on the Tax Return that allow the Taxpayer or Agent to enter Additional information to the details included within the numbered boxes on the return.

These fields in the return are free format text boxes limited in XML to text lines of up to 110 characters.  

Please see the Acceptable Characters document in the technical pack for information on which characters can be included in the additional Information fields, and also what to do if you are including any escaped characters (ampersand and apostrophe) in your submission.

The number of iterative lines allowed in XML submissions for certain text boxes is shown in the following table.

Box
number
Number
of lines

23.5
20

1.40
20

1M.53
4

2.77
10

3.116
10

3L.95
20

4.79
20

6.39
15

7.32
15

8.22
20

9.36
15
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