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Acceptable Characters

The following table shows all ASCII characters (together with their octal and hexadecimal values) which will be accepted by the Inland Revenue Computer Environment for Self Assessment (CESA) service.  No other characters will be accepted by CESA and any Self Assessment Tax Return submitted electronically which contains any invalid characters will be rejected.

Please note that the ampersand (&) and apostrophe ( ‘ ) characters must be transmitted in escaped format, ie. &amp; and  &apos; .  

Important: If an escaped character appears within your XML at the end of a line, you must ensure that the complete entity is included in the same line of your XML, or on the next line if applicable. You must not truncate or split the escaped character otherwise this may result in invalid XML. 
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sp
40
20

A
101
41

a
141
61

&
46
26

B
102
42

b
142
62

 ‘
47
27

C
103
43

c
143
63

(
50
28

D
104
44

d
144
64

)
51
29

E
105
45

e
145
65

*
52
2A

F
106
46

f
146
66

,
54
2C

G
107
47

g
147
67

-
55
2D

H
110
48

h
150
68

.
56
2E

I
111
49

I
151
69

/
57
2F

J
112
4A

j
152
6A

0
60
30

K
113
4B

k
153
6B

1
61
31

L
114
4C

l
154
6C

2
62
32

M
115
4D

m
155
6D

3
63
33

N
116
4E

n
156
6E

4
64
34

O
117
4F

o
157
6F

5
65
35

P
120
50

p
160
70

6
66
36

Q
121
51

q
161
71

7
67
37

R
122
52

r
162
72

8
70
38

S
123
53

s
163
73

9
71
39

T
124
54

t
164
74





U
125
55

u
165
75





V
126
56

v
166
76





W
127
57

w
167
77





X
130
58

x
170
78





Y
131
59

y
171
79





Z
132
5A

z
172
7A

Note that pound (£), dollar ($) and hash (#) are not included in the list of allowable characters.
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